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wriggle about after the manner of their eognominal pro-
totype. The pest when introduced to the soil by other
infested soil, manure, or by planting ^Hacked plants,
wanders about until it comes across a suitable host, which
it is able to enter by puncturing the outer <-cU,s by _ means
of a spear-like apparatus in its head. The irritation sot
up causes in onions a swelling of the stein tissue:;. The
worms pair within the, plant, and the females ultimately
discharge a large number of e^jjs. The male worm;*
live about Tour weeks, and the females .six weeks, so that
it is easily seen that an infestation can aiul does spread
rapidly.
RKMIUHKS......-Unfortunately the trouble is not easily got.
rid of; the common type is a very cosmopolitan creature,
and is known to infest between 200 and joo different
plants, chief among which are clover, some grasses, corn
crops, asters, shepherd's purse, sow thistle, and other
weeds. The first thing is to burn all infested plants, -*nd
then to dress the ground with sulphate oi' potash three.
parts, and suliphate of ammonia one part, at the rate ol' ,u>z.
per square yard, or four pounds per square* rod, to encour-
age growth in the 'healthy plants left. Onions must not
he grown on the same site for some years after, unless
stern measures are resorted to to clear it. To rid the
ground the only certain way at present known Is to steri-
lise the soil by heating or steaming it, raising the tem-
perature to rHo to 200 deg. This is best accomplished in
the op cm by making use* of an old bath or dust bin, Maud-
ing same on bricks fhree deep and lii'hting a lire* under.
Fill the receptacle with soil, moisten if dry, and make
thoroughly hot, stirring from time to time that the whole
may bo thoroughly heated. It would he necessary to go
down as deeply as the roots descend. The work of
sterilising an area of reasonable dimensions, as above, is
considerable, but it has the compensating advantages that*
in addition to the eelworms, other obnoxious life, vrj.;r-
tabl'O and animal, is also destroyed, and the fertility of the
cooked soil is increased.
Another method recommended is to saturate the soil
three times at intervals of a fortnight with carbolic arid
and water, on-c part acid to twenty parts water. The